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Neighborhood Watch—you are the eyes
and the ears of the police.
The Batavia Police Department
is encouraging interested Batavia
residents to help establish
Neighborhood Watch groups
throughout the community.
Neighborhood Watch is simply a
program of neighbors watching out
over other neighbor’s property and,
calling 911 to report any unusual
or suspicious activity in your
neighborhood.
Every police department in
the country relies on the citizens
they serve to alert the police to
suspicious and / or criminal activity.
Unfortunately, too many citizens

Semi-Annual fire hydrant
flushing fall schedule
Residents are reminded to check
their water prior to washing any
clothes. Be prepared for nasty or
discolored water during the week of
your scheduled flushing.
Signs will be posted in
neighborhoods during the flushing
week to remind residents of the
impending hydrant flushing.
We regret any inconvenience that
discolored water may cause our
customers while this work is in
progress.
If you experience rusty water
while laundering, we have a
product called “Red-B-Gone” that

who see criminal or suspicious
behavior talk themselves into
believing that “it’s nothing”,
allowing their neighbors to become
the victim of a crime. Neighborhood
Watch teaches residents how to
secure their homes for very little
money and shows them how to
make crime prevention a routine
part of their everyday lives.
If you are a Batavia citizen who
would like to make a difference
in your neighborhood please call
Officer Tim Mair at 879-2840 ext. 555
or e-mail tmair@cityofbatavia.net.

New comprehensive plan for Batavia includes everyone
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In September 2005, the Batavia
Plan Commission began working on
a new Comprehensive Plan for the
City. The Comprehensive Plan states
City policies and goals covering
a wide range of issues relating to
development of the community.
The Plan Commission began the
process with an Open House and
Public Forum seeking input from
the community at-large and a
request for all to participate in the
comprehensive planning process.
Strong community response and
interest in this process led to the
Plan Commission’s identification
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of nine critical elements to explore
in the new Comprehensive Plan.
Teams of volunteers researched
and wrote sections of the Plan for
each element. These dedicated
volunteers represent citizenresidents of the City, as well as
esteemed members of the business
community, government officials,
school, park, library, and utility
district personnel, and the Plan
Commissioners themselves.
Throughout the past two years,
teams have met numerous times
and the Plan Commission has
reviewed each element draft in

detail. A number of maps and other
graphic exhibits have also been
prepared for inclusion in the Plan.
The compiled draft Comprehensive
Plan was made available to the
public in late August. Copies of
the draft Comprehensive Plan are
available at City Hall, the Batavia
Public Library, and through the
City’s website at
www.cityofbartavia.net.
Over the next few weeks,
there will be an open house,
public presentations and other
opportunities for residents,
businesses and the community at
large to participate in comment
on the draft Comprehensive Plan.
There will be a public hearing
in October, after which the Plan
Commission will prepare and
vote on the final draft plan to be
presented to the City Council for
adoption. Everyone is urged to join
with the Plan Commission and City
staff in making the best possible
plan for the future of Batavia! For
additional information or questions
please call the Community
Development Department at
630‑879‑1424

will help remove the rust from
clothes. A free bottle may be picked
up at the Utility Billing Department
at City Hall or at the Public Works
Department on Raddant Road.

2007 Fall Hydrant
Flushing Schedule
East Side

West Side

Starts at 6am
Weeks of
October 15—
November 2

Starts at 6am
Weeks of
September 24—
October 12

2007 Residential brush collection starts September 10
2007 Brush
Collection Schedule
East Side

West Side

Starts at 6am
September 10
October 8
(final pickup)

Starts at 6am
September 17
October 15
(final pickup)

Kramer Tree Specialists, Inc. will
collect residential brush through
mid-October. Property owners
on each side of town will have
pickup once a month. Please plan
carefully to have your brush out in a
timely manner the weekend before
your scheduled pickup to prevent
possible code violation.
Please use the following

procedures to ensure the collection
of your brush:
• Brush/limbs are to be at the curb
for collection by 6am on the
specified Monday collection date
shown on the schedule
• Maximum length of limbs is 10-12
feet and maximum diameter is 10
inches—no stumps or roots
• Stack brush in larger piles, rather
than small ones, with the cut ends
facing the curb
• Brush accumulated after the
scheduled dates in October must
be stockpiled on private property
until the April 2008 collection (not
in the parkway)
Items that will not be picked up:
• Brush/limbs that are tied or
bundled
• Brush piles containing foreign

objects
• Brush in containers or bags
• Landscape material or lumber
YARD WASTE consisting of
twigs (up to 24 inches), evergreen
clippings, roots, stumps, and plants
may be put in yard waste bags for
pickup by Veolia Environmental
Services.
If you missed your scheduled
pickup, brush will be picked up
on your NEXT scheduled pickup
date. Brush cannot be left out on the
parkway between collection dates.
Major storms may affect the
pickup schedule.
If you have any questions, please
call 630-879-1424, ext. 301.

Your elected city officials
Mayor–
Jeffery D. Schielke
City Clerk–
M. Hannah Volk
Treasurer–
Gerald R. Miller

Aldermen Serving through 2007
Garran Sparks, Ward 1
Alan Wolff, Ward 2
Cathy Barnard, Ward 3
Tom Schmitz, Ward 4
Forrest Nelson, Ward 5
Lisa Clark, Ward 6
Dave Brown, Ward 7

Aldermen Serving through 2009
Jodie Wollnik, Ward 1
Victor Dietz, Ward 2
Linnea Miller, Ward 3
Jim Volk, Ward 4,
Eldon Frydendall, Ward 5
Robert Liva, Ward 6
Nancy Vance, Ward 7
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Your drinking water is safe but…
Batavia water supply has levels
of gross alpha and combined
radium in excess of drinking water
standards
Although recent radium samples
have met the 5 pCi/L standard for
drinking water, the Batavia public
water system is still technically
in violation of the Federal
EPA’s Radium and Gross Alpha
drinking water standard. The City
must pass four (4) consecutive
quarterly sampling periods to gain
compliance. Although this is not
an emergency, you have the right
to know what happened, what, if
anything you should do, and what
the City is doing to correct this
situation.
The City routinely monitors for
the presence of drinking water
contaminants. Testing results
received during the past six months
show that the system is meeting the
radium regulations. Prior sampling
showed results that exceeded the
standard, or maximum contaminant
level (MCL), for gross alpha and
combined radium. The standard
for gross alpha is 15 pico curies
per liter (pCi/L) and for combined
radium the standard is 5 pCi/L.
The average level of gross alpha
exceeded 15 pCi/L at Well #2 with
levels as high as 22.81 pCi/L. The
level of radium in the City’s deep
wells can be as high as 21.62 pCi/L.
Recent quarterly samples for
radium are less than 5 pCi/L.
What should I do?
You do not need to use an
alternative (e.g., bottled water
supply). However, if you have
specific health concerns, you can
consult your doctor, or visit the City
Web site at www.cityofbatavia.net
for further information.
What does this mean?
This is not an immediate risk. If
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2007 Leaf collection program starts October 15
Leaves are raked into the vacuum
collection vehicle by our Street
Department personnel. These
vehicles are designed to pick
up leaves only, not sticks, bags,
plastic bottles, and other foreign
objects. This debris will clog up
our equipment and slow down
the collection process. After the
street side collection of your leaves
is completed, they are delivered
to an agricultural site within the
Fermilab property. The leaves
are then spread evenly across a
designated field and tilled into the
soil. Therefore, it is very important
for the leaves to be free of all foreign
objects.
Please follow the guidelines listed
below:

• Please have your leaves raked
to the parkway by 7am on the
Monday of your scheduled
pickup week. Crews will
be picking up leaves in the
designated areas, rain or shine.
The crews will not return to
an area after they have passed
through once during the
scheduled week. If the crews pass
your home before your leaves are
out, the leaves may not be picked
up for two weeks.
• Please prevent possible flooding
by placing your leaves in the grass
parkway just behind the curb or
edge of the street. Leaves in the
street can clog the storm drains
and create an unsafe driving
surface.

• Placing your leaves along the
parkway in a WINDROW
RATHER THAN A LARGE PILE
will speed up the vacuuming
process.
If you have any questions, please
call 879-1424, ext. 301.
ONYX/VEOLIA WILL PICK UP
YARD WASTE CONTAINERS
UNTIL DECEMBER 31. Call
ONYX/VEOLIA at 587-8282 if you
have any questions.

2007 Leaf
Collection Schedule
it had been, you would have been
notified immediately. However,
certain minerals are radioactive and
may emit a form of radiation known
as alpha radiation. Some people
who drink water containing alpha
emitters in excess of the MCL over
many years may have an increased
risk of getting cancer. Some
people who drink water containing
radium-226 or radium-228 in excess
of the MCL over many years may
also have an increased risk of
getting cancer
What happened?
What is being done?
Construction of a new water
treatment plant and water

transmission main is completed.
Please share this information
with any other people who drink
this water, and who may not have
received this notice directly (for
example, people in apartments,
nursing homes, schools, and
businesses). You can do this by
posting this notice in a public place
or distributing copies by hand or
mail. If you have any questions,
please contact John Dillon, Water
Superintendent, at 879-1424, Ext.
303.

East Side

West Side

Starts at 6am
October 15
October 29
November 13
November 26
(final pickup
weather
permitting)

Starts at 6am
October 22
November 5
November 19
December 3
(final pickup
weather
permitting)

Donovan bridge update
By the time this issue of Neighbors
Magazine is out, the bridge should
be about 1 week from switchover,
that is, the South side will be

completed enough to move all traffic
to that side. All the businesses along
both sides of Wilson Street will be
open. We are halfway home!
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Fire—it’s the scariest thing about Halloween
To protect children participating
in Halloween activities from fire
and burn injuries, the Batavia
Fire Department says to plan
ahead. “Taking simple fire safety
precautions, like making sure
fabrics for costumes and decorative
materials are flame resistant, can
prevent fires,” says Lt. Randy Zies,
Batavia Fire Department Public
Education Officer. “Using candles
greatly increases the chance of
fire, so we encourage people to use
flashlights to light pumpkins and
for other spooky effects.”
Decorations for special events,
most often involving candles,
account for an annual average of
800 home fires, causing nearly four
million dollars in direct property
damage. Additionally, in the
United States, more than 100 people
die each year as a result of their
clothing becoming ignited.
Halloween can be a fun
celebration, but children should
be closely supervised and their
costumes made with fire safety in
mind. The Batavia Fire Department
suggests the following guidelines
for a safer Halloween:

• Purchase only those
costumes, wigs and props
labeled as flame resistant or
retardant. When creating
a costume, plan to ensure
that it won’t easily ignite if
it comes in contact with heat
or flame. Costumes should
be made without billowing
or long trailing features
that present a higher risk of
ignition. Avoid flammable
fabrics and accessories.
• When planning party
decorations, bear in mind
that dried flowers and
cornstalks are highly
flammable. Keep crepe
paper and other decorations
well away from all heat
sources, including light bulbs,
heaters, etc. Decorating
with candles should be
avoided. Pumpkins can be
safely illuminated with small
inexpensive flashlights. When
decorating, remember to keep
exits clear. Be sure children are
supervised at all times.

• Instruct children to stay away
from open flames and other heat
sources. Be sure each child knows
the stop, drop and roll technique
in the event their clothing catches
fire. (Stop immediately, drop
to the ground covering your
face with your hands, and roll
over and over to extinguish the
flames.) Instruct children who
are attending parties at other’s
homes to locate the exits and plan
how they would get out in an
emergency.
• Provide children with lightweight
flashlights to carry for lighting as
part of their costumes.
“Planning ahead can help make
this Halloween a fire-safe one,” says
Lt. Zies.
For additional information on fire
and burn prevention, contact the
Batavia Fire Department at 879-1404.

Photos on this page are from
BatFest, 2006, courtesy
Britta McKenna, Batavia Main Street
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Welcome to
MainStreet!

Downtown fall events provide
variety and a taste of the season
with something for everyone.
September highlights include the
final Jaycees Cruise Night on the
14th featuring public safety vehicles
(bataviajaycees.org), the new Batavia
Housewalk (bataviahousewalk.
com) on September 15, Books
between Bites at Noon on the
20 at the Library (batavia.lib.
il.us), Mom/Son Date Night on
September 24 (bataviaparks.org)
and a Bags Tournament to benefit
Batavia Parks Foundation on
September 29. The Poker Pub Crawl
(downtownbatavia.com) starts off
October on the 6th followed by Teen
Read Week at the Library Oct. 14-18
(batavia.lib.us) and Books Between
Bites on the 18th (batavia.lib.il.us)
with a family favorite BatFest on
the 27th (downtownbatavia.com).
All registered downtown events
are listed at downtownbatavia.
com. If you’d like your downtown
event listed on our 2008 calendar
of events, contact britta@
downtownbatavia.com with event
and contact information.
See you downtown,
Britta McKenna, 761-3528
britta@downtownbatavia.com
www.downtownbatavia.com

Don’t miss it!

The Batavia Housewalk, a
MainStreet benefit, opens its’
doors on September 15 from 10am
to 4pm. Celebrate housing styles
that define Batavia, including a
Frank Lloyd Wright prairie style
home, Victorian lady, townhome,
large contemporary and a
teardown/new construction plus
the United Methodist Old Stone
Church. Information is available
at bataviahousewalk.com and
tickets are available online through
September 7 and in the following

BatFest returns

Are you ready for spooktactular
family fun? Join many Batavia
Community Groups as we present
BatFest on Saturday October 27. The
day begins with the 5K BatRun to
benefit NAMI, a blood drive and
trick-or-treating in the morning.
BatFest Stories at the Library
followed by the popular Mothers’
Club Halloween Parade marches
families to the Riverwalk for games,
a contest, BatArt and tractor pulled
hayrides in the afternoon. More
details at and click on the BatFest
logo.

Farmers’ Market
The Batavia Farmers’ Market
(downtownbatavia.com) is open
Saturdays through October 20th
from 8 am – Noon on S. Water Street
between Wilson Street and First
Streets. Special thanks to Chef Jason
(Enticing Cuisine) for preparing
tasty samples at our gourmet days

the first Saturday of each month.
The south market is open to
residents, community groups and
businesses each Saturday. Interested
persons or businesss should contact
Dawn Williams, Market Manager at
farmersmarket@downtownbatavia.
com or 761-3528.

Join Us!
Monthly Bridge Construction
Coffees are open to all and
continue Tuesday September 4
and Monday October 1 at 8:30 at
Andre’s Restaurant (5 Webster St).
Remember to support downtown
businesses during construction!
As a not-for profit organization,
MainStreet is always looking for

new partners – volunteers for our
committees as well as the office. We
also invite you to consider being a
financial partner with a gift of $25
for an individual, $75 for family or
$100 as a voting member. Help us
preserve, promote and plan for the
future or your downtown!
www.downtownbatavia.com.

store locations through September
14 -- Fabric Boutique (3 S Batavia
Ave), Sue’s Family Hair Co (139 S
Batavia Ave), K. Hollis Jewelers (147
S Randall Rd) and Gibby’s Wine
Den (1772 S Randall Rd) plus the
MainStreet office. Volunteers are
still needed for the event! Persons
interested in volunteering for the
Housewalk should contact Kelly
Mackenzie: Kelly_mattson@hotmail.
com, 879-0357 or Carole Meeker:
carolemeeker@comcast.net, 761.4252.
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